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hand. As one of Hitler's intimates put it, while Goering
was still with Hitler: "Goering will leave here either
condemned or greater than Hitler."
The breach was only temporarily sealed, however.
The rift in " Weltanschauung" between the two men
had become too deep. Goering, the typical political
parvenu, hated the thought of staking his personal
gains on Hitler's unstable, adventurous nature. In spite
of his frequent boasts about Germany's strength, about
the frightfulness of the Nazi air force which he com-
mands, Goering has not the deep inner faith in the
Nazi ideal, in Nazi success, which imbues Hitler, the
emotional fanatic.
Goering loves his personal comfort; revels in per-
sonal aggrandisement. He has little understanding for
Hitler's dreams about his god-like mission. Not given
to fantastic illusion, Goering, in his heart, feels that
there is a limit to things. Hitler does not know any
bounds.
The contrast between Hitler and Goering has been
raised to a major political problem ever since the war
started. Even before the war people used to regard
Goering as a "moderate" and Hitler as a "radical".
What they meant was that Goering, in personal
behaviour, could almost be described as a normal man^
compared with Hitler. If one puts it that way he cer-
tainly is. Goering can laugh, Goering can appear
human, Goering is natural. To realise the difference
between them one need only have experienced the
popular reaction to the two men inside Germany. It
has not changed since the outbreak of war.
Hitler inspires reverence and ecstasy among his fol-
lowers. "Der Fuehrer! der Fuehrer!" the people shout
when he passes by in his big motor-car. When they see